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INTRO TION

This repart strnimanizes the operation and activities of the Berkeley County Flanning
Cornmission dudng the January {, 2006 - December 31, 2006 calendar year.

This report was developed to assist the Berkeley County Commission and the residents of
Berketey Gounty i gauging the performance of the Planaing Commission, #is also used lo
determine growth patterns octurming within the County. As such, it may serve as a valuable
tood in planking Riture County activities ard improvement plans.
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inistration

Membership

Staff

The Planning Commission is compozed of eight {8) citizen members and one (1)
County Commissioner. Members of the Planining Commission are appointed for three
{3} three year terms by the County Commission. Table 1 lists afl the members of the
Plannitg Commission during the period coverad in this report, the district each
represents and the date the current members’ term expies.

The Paeming Comrission held #s egubar meetings on the first and third Monday

of each month. These meetings were hekd in the County Commmssion chambers,
locatad gt 400 West Stephen Street, Martinsburg, YWesl Virginia. Planming Commission
meetings are open o the public. Table 2 outlines the atlendance of each member of
the Planning Commission at these meetings throughoud the year,

During 2006, the County Planning Program was under the direction of Stefanie
Adlemong, Plameng Director,

Staff support services were provided by: Matthew Mullenax, GIS/Planner |, Magan
Clark, Planner |, Administrative Secretary HE, Wendy Shaffer, Adminisirative
Sacretanes: Debbie Laing and Holly Hartman, In addition, a Scanner/Clerk, full ime
position was flled by Leshann Blarkenship,

Enginaering reviaw was provided by William J_ Teach, County Engineer; and
Assistant County Engineers: Brian Hopkins, Tracy Baill and Steve Aberegg. The
Assistant Enginsars slso provide inspections of subdivision infrastructure for the
Planning Comamission,

Legal Counsel was provided by Patrick Henry, Esguirg,
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The Planning Compission effice is open Monday through Friday, from 5:00 a.m,
to 500 pan., and the staff is avatlable during those hours. In addition, the staff
also atterds semi-monthly meeatings of the Planning Commission and al work
sessions and Public Hearings required for speciat projects of the Commission.
All records of the Planntng Commission are public records and are avadlable for
pbkic viewiry dling business hours.
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Szrmvnary of Activitles

Major Subdivisions/Lard Deveiopment Units

Major subdivision reviaw consists of three specific stages. Pre-application eonference,
Prafiminary Plat, and Finat Plad. Following approval for a major subdivision, the plat is
recorded in the County Courthouse, and the fobs created my be sold

Diutricrg the period coversd by this report, fifty-seven {57) residentiz! subdivisions or
subdivision phases were given Final Plat approval, cresting two thousand, three
heincred sixhyesin (2, 366} new lots affecting approximalely one thousend three hundred
sinety-erht {1,398 .52) acres of the County.  These subdivisions are kisted in Table &,
atorg with a district breakdown of acreage amounts and iots created per distnct.

One hundead and ten (1100 residantial subdivigion or subdivision phases consisting of
frve thousand, eight hundred and forty-seven {5 B47) new lots affecting appraxdmatehy
theee thouisand eight bundred and forty-two {3,842 .3324) acres were given Preliminary
Plat approvs], soime of which have also receivad Final Plat approvat, while others arg
oW invoived in the submission process for Finat Piat approval.  This information s
tedailed in Table 4, atong with a dizginct breakdown of acresge amounts aad ks o be
created per diginct. "Please note, according to bullding penmit records ot the time of
this report, 92 fots have buiding permits.

Pre-apphcation conferences were heid on one hundred and fwenty {120} proposed
prijects, consisting of approximately seven thousand, twelve (¥ 312 .7751) atres with a
proposed creation of ten thousand, one hundred and seventy-six {10, 17€) new ot
These subdivisions, subdivision phases, and Land development units submitting a pre-
application for conference in 2006 are lgted in Table 3, alorg with a distiich breskdown
of acreage amounts and iots o be created per distrct,
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Minor Subgdivigiens

Minor Subdivisions, defined as the division of a single lot o tract info two ints and &
residiue of tracts where no new streots are created, are approvals that can be granted
adrninisteatively by the Plarning Depariment stafl. Dusing the period of January 1, 2006
1o December 31, 2008, 140 plats for minor subdivisions were approved ereating 270
lots.

Exempt Subdivigions

Feempt Subdivisions are plats such as family transfers, conservation fransfers,
agricuitural subdivisions over two (2} acres or more in size, FESUTVEYS, Easements atd
eto., that are approved administratively and do not require a Pubiic Hearing by the
Planning Commission.

During the perod of Jasuarny 1, 2006 to December 31, 2005, two hundred and seven
{207} exempt piats were approved. Of those plats, seventy-theee {73} were for family
transfers, creating 178 new fots. Thirty-seven {37) were resurveys, seventy-six (76}
wera for mergers sndfor additions and forty-seven {47} wete agricultural exermptions,
and tan lots (10} were piats of sasement or correction.

The Planning Commiasion coflected approximately §1,908 674.55 in review and plat
foes from Jancery {1, 2008 through Decernter 31, 2006
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The Planning Comenission has contined with #s Jong-rmnpe goat of makinge more and more
informatios accessibe via the internet. The Planning Commission kas a web page on the Rorkeiey
Clounty website, which inebodes penerd information, meeting dates, apenduas, applications, und
sshrmitiasl and deadline dates, The Planming Department implemented bis database pow making alt
projects viewable ondine vis the web for ol residents of Berkeley County, These files will he Hinked
1o prajects on the wehsils 4o plew for viewing from the comfort of the Pablic™s home as welf as
within the Planning Department office on computer.

ive Plan, Zopiee Drdinance Drafi apd Complete Suby

The Berkeley County Comprehensive Plen was adopted on June 15, 2006 with the help of Gannet!
Fleming and Manhow MuHemas, GIS Specialist for Berkeley County Planning Comtimission.

{rannett Floming was onee again contracted to develop @ Zoning Ordinunce Drait as well as a Braft
of Subdivision Crdinance. Both Ordinances have established Comamitess to add input and
suppestion for Cannent Fleming as they develop these Crdinances For the County, The goal is that
the Zoning Ordinance Draft be ready for public hearing during the beginning of 207 and then go to
a Special Election for approvak by the citizens of Berkeley County.

Cranizett Fhetriing along with the comemibles has 2 poal that the Subdivisien Eegealations be ready for
rablic hearing at the fivst of the year as well.

In addition, the Plannine Departrment 35 working with other county agoncics i trving W implamnent
GIS technology within alt departments by having Berkeley County fiown and air photos complcicd
1 create OI85 favers that woald serve the nesds of the County, This will creats & nesd Far 2 (015
Erepartmment o be ostablished.

Cruz office is alfso planming to have alt Approxtmate A Aocd harsed areas studied and profiled using
birnided duetailed studies to pive approximate base food clevations in these arcas that have nover been
sttfiee]. T mbdition the Floodplain Ordinance wis rewettten by Stefanie AHemong with the hope of
hesinty addopted i 2000,
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Table 3
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